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WASHINGTON -- U.S. Rep. John Olver (D-First District) announced                today that the House and Senate passed the transportation reauthorization                bill. The Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century (TEA 21),                formerly known as ISTEA or BESTEA, is a six-year authorizing bill                which funds the nation's highways, bridges, mass transit systems                and bicycle pathways. The previous six-year authorizing bill expired                May 1, 1998. Earlier this week representatives from the House and                Senate Committees met to reconcile their versions of the bill, and                the President is expected to sign the bill by the end of the month.             

Included in the funding is $3 million for a Regional Bicycle                Network through the Hoosic and Housatonic River Valleys.The                project is essentially a region-wide network of bicycle and pedestrian                pathways connecting the states of Vermont and Connecticut through                the Hoosic and Housatonic River valleys. The bike path network is                geared to boost the tourist economy of the region.

Rep. Olver said, "This funding will make the Berkshires even more                attractive to the growing recreational tourist business in the state,                which will help the local economy."              

Additionally included in the bill is $1.5 million for preliminary                construction on a North-South Connector. This project would fund                the preliminary engineering, design and environmental studies, which                are required in order to better connect the Turnpike north to Pittsfield,                and on to North County. Transportation efficiencies resulting from                this project hopefully will provide an increased business climate                for the Central and North Berkshire areas.

"A connector will be costly and will require major engineering                and environmental work. This funding will allow the planning work                to begin to decide what the best alternatives are," Olver said.

Finally, included in the funding, was $1.5 million for a Spring                Street Area Reconstruction Project. The Spring Street Reconstruction                project is a comprehensive infrastructure project in Williamstown's                central commercial district. The project will include street reconstruction,                replacement of curbing, sidewalks, water, sanitary sewer and storm                drain systems, and upgrading of underground gas, electric, telephone                and cable lines for Spring, Bank and Latham streets. The project                will also provide funds for trees and landscaping, benches, and                street lighting.

"I understand how important Spring Street is to Williamstown and                its economy. We've got to rebuild it," Olver said.

As a member of the House Transportation Appropriations Subcommittee,                Rep. Olver has pushed for western Massachusetts transportation and                infrastructure projects at every stage. 
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